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On May 25th, the country and world witnessed and reacted to the inhumane killing of George Floyd by 

Minneapolis police. Mr. Floyd joined a long list of black Americans whose lives were cut short by the 

inhumane and traumatic abuse reminiscent of the legacy of slavery and whose death highlights our own 

country’s struggle for equality and justice.  

  

We all benefit from a stronger and more united union when we advocate and protect the rights and values 

of our citizens regardless of race, sex, language, religion, and I could go on. Throughout my career, I have 

advocated for such change and have continued to do so with colleagues following Mr. Floyd’s untimely 

death in May. I have introduced legislation and supported resolutions on criminal justice reform, most 

recently supporting policy that would make de-escalation training mandatory for police officers, an action 

first inspired by the tragic death of Dontre Hamilton who was shot 14 times by police while sleeping on a 

public park bench in my home state of Wisconsin.  

 

The issue of racial justice, however, goes beyond policing and criminal justice reform. Racism is systemic 

and pervasive in our everyday institutions – it pervades housing opportunities, job opportunities, 

education, and even our health system. Indeed, systematic racism has been vividly apparent during the 

COVID-19 pandemic where we have seen a rise of anti-Asian rhetoric and disproportionate rates of COVID 

among minority and marginalized populations nationally. 

 

In Milwaukee County in my home state of Wisconsin, African Americans make up 70% of COVID-19 related 

deaths yet are only 26% of Milwaukee County’s population. This does not arise from biological differences 

between Black and White Wisconsinites but of structural injustices and systemic racism that make 

accessing or affording health care for COVID-19 or other diseases more challenging for Black peers.  

 

These tales of police brutality, inequalities, and systemic racism are not limited to the United States.  It was 

my esteemed privilege to serve as an honorary host of Europe’s first ever people of African Descent Week 

also known as PADWEEK in the European Parliament in 2018 during the International Decade for the 

People of African Descent.  The event sought to develop policy solutions to address the rise in prejudice, 

hate crimes, and acts of extremism against Black European, migrant, and other marginalized communities 

in Europe recently highlighted by the global George Floyd protests.   

 



I firmly believe that you cannot correct what you cannot confront.  As such, we must all reflect upon the 

continued impact of our shared histories of colonialism, the transatlantic slave trade, and other historical 

injustices. 

 

Today’s joint meeting between the European Parliament and the U.S. Helsinki Commission, with whom it 

is an honor for me to serve as a commissioner, offers the opportunity to do just that.  It is therefore a much-

needed event to discuss how we can work together to address these problems. 

 

On behalf of Congressman Alcee Hastings, Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, who unfortunately is 

unable to join us today due to a family emergency, I thank our European Parliament colleagues Chair Arena, 

Chair Lopez Aguilar, and Chair Sikorski for organizing this event with the U.S. Helsinki Commission as well 

as Director Joseph Dunne of the European Parliament Washington DC office and EU Ambassador to the 

United States, Mr. Lambrinidis for their support.   

 

We are greatly looking forward to hearing more on the European Union’s recent decision to adopt an Anti-

Racism Action Plan from European Equality Commissioner Dalli (doll-ee) who will be speaking shortly.  

While members of the Commission have long called for a similar response in the United States, we have yet 

to realize one.  It is the hope that today’s meeting will be the first of many to reinforce US-EU parliamentary 

coordination to work with our governments and civil society to combat racism and systemic discrimination 

as a means to  strengthen our democracies, the transatlantic relationship, and uphold our commitments to 

the Helsinki Final Act.  

 


